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than one aspect. We shall not, therefore, choose a
few specific works for consideration, but approach the
whole movement analytically, observing one element
throughout and then another. Naturally, it must be borne in
mind that the social background has been constantly de-
veloping. Accordingly, the religion has changed slightly in
harmony with that development. But in so far as it has
not changed sufficiently, its objective role in society has
been transformed. Whereas it was once a progressive
movement, it has passed through a passive, liberal phase,
and has finally become conservative; it is ready even to be-
come reactionary. For it was once actively in support of
what were the new conditions. When they became estab-
lished, it accepted and applauded them. Now, being internal-
ly the same as it was, it attempts to preserve, and even
to recreate, those same conditions^ when the time has be-
come ripe for still newer ones. ^/
*fi Moreover, the movement caters for an undefined group,
ranging from the products of the new bourgeois culture to
those vacillating sections who are affected by that culture to
a great or to only the slightest degree. Because of this, one
can find expressions of the ideas practically pure, or diluted
to almost any extent. Even Amir 'all contended that there
might well be angels. At the other extreme some orthodox
mawalwl can retain his hold in the towns by introducing
into his viewpoint some smattering of liberalism which he
has picked up indirectW.*
We have already summed up the new movement by say-
ing that while Sir Sayyid contended for a religion that was
liberal, these men contended for one that was liberalism.
They succeeded moderately well in making out Isl2m to be
liberalism, rationalism, tolerance, etc.; but it must be noted
that in so doing they produced a religion which is in fact
less liberal, less rational, and less tolerant, than Sir Sayyid's.
They have written glowing and laudatory accounts of the
brighter aspects of Islamic history, to parade its liberalism ;
but have produced almost no liberal scholarship to study
that history impartially. They have quoted Qur'Sn and